in perioada 30-31 mai 2017, sub presedintia si coordonarea
Tnaltpreasfintitului Parinte Arhiepiscop si Mitropolit Nifon, s-a desfasurat, la
Centrul International de Conferinte al Universitatii ,Valahia” din

Targoviste, Simpozionul International intitulat ,Teologie, iconografie,
marturisire — rezistenta Bisericii prin cultura si spiritualitate”. Manifestarea a
fost organizata de Facultatea de Teologie Ortodoxa si Stiintele Educatiei
din Targoviste, in colaborare cu Arhiepiscopia Targovistei, Consiliul Judetean
Dambovita, Primaria si Consiliul Local Targoviste, precum si cu Centrul de
Cercetari Interdisciplinare Credinta-Stiinta-Misiune ,,Sfantul Apostol
Pavel”.

in cuvantul inaugural, Inaltpreasfintia Sa a subliniat rolul pastoral si
misionar al icoanei in marturisirea si trairea dreptei credinte, evidentiind
totodata faptul ca spiritualitatea si cultura constituie coloane fundamentale
ale activitatii misionare a Bisericii — instrumente pastorale complexe si
dinamice, dar si spatii de rezistenta ecleziala in vremuri de incercare .

La eveniment au luat parte profesori reprezentand sapte facultati de
Teologie Ortodoxa din Romania si cinci facultati de Teologie din
strainatate, intre care:

o Prof. Daniel A. Ayuch (Liban);



o Conf. Dr. loannis Panaiotopoulos, Conf. Dr. Hristea Karaiannis, Conf.
Dr. Miltiadis Vantos, Conf. Dr. Marina Kolovopulu, Conf. Dr. Nicolae
Xionis (Grecia);

« Pr. Prof. Alexi Kshutashvili (Georgia);

o Prof. Dr. Pablo Fernando Argarate (Austria);

o Prof. Dr. Irena Pavlovié¢ (Germania).

Din partea centrelor universitare romanesti au sustinut comunicari stiintifice
profesori si decani de renume, intre care:

« Universitatea din Bucuresti: Pr. Prof. Dr. Stefan Buchiu, Pr. Prof. Dr.
Vasile Raduca, Pr. Prof. Dr. Daniel Benga, Pr. Prof. Dr. Nicolae Necula,
Pr. Prof. Dr. Viorel lonita;

« Universitatea ,,Alexandruloan Cuza” din lasi: Pr. Prof. Dr. Viorel Sava,
Pr. Prof. Dr. loan Vicovan, Pr. Conf. Dr. Dan Sandu;

« Universitatea ,,Babes-Bolyai” din Cluj-Napoca: Pr. Conf. Dr. Gabriel
Gardan, Pr. Lect. Dr. Cosmin Cosmuta;

« Universitatea ,,Lucian Blaga” din Sibiu: Pr. Prof. Dr. Pavel Aurel;

o Universitatea ,,17 Decembrie 1918” din Alba lulia: Pr. Prof. Dr. Emil
Jurcan, Pr. Prof. Dr. Mihai Himcinschi, Pr. Conf. Dr. Dumitru Vanca, Pr.
Conf. Dr. Remus Onisor;

« Universitatea din Oradea: Prof. Dr. Nicu Dumitrascu;

« Universitatea din Pitesti: Pr. Conf. Dr. Nicolae Branzea.

De asemenea, au fost prezenti profesori si studenti ai Facultatii de Teologie
Ortodoxa si Stiintele Educatiei din Targoviste, contribuind prin participarea
lor la dinamica si bogatia dezbaterilor academice.

*k*

On 30-31 May 2017, under the presidency and coordination of His
Eminence Archbishop and Metropolitan Nifon, the International
Symposium entitled “Theology, Iconography, Confession — The Church’s
Resistance through Culture and Spirituality” was held at the International
Conference Center of Valahia University of Targoviste. The event was
organized by the Faculty of Orthodox Theology and Educational Sciences
of Targoviste, in collaboration with the Archdiocese of Targoviste, the
Dambovita County Council, the Targoviste City Hall and Local Council,



and the *Interdisciplinary Research Center Faith-Science-Mission “Saint
Apostle Paul.”

In his opening address, His Eminence emphasized the pastoral and
missionary role of the holy icon in confessing and living the Orthodox faith.
He also underlined that spirituality and culture constitute fundamental
pillars of the Church’s missionary activity, both as complex and dynamic
pastoral instruments and as spaces of ecclesial resistance during times of
trial.

The symposium brought together distinguished scholars representing
seven Faculties of Orthodox Theology from Romania and five
international faculties, including:

o Prof. Daniel A. Ayuch (Lebanon);

o Assoc. Prof. Dr. loannis Panaiotopoulos, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hristea
Karaiannis, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Miltiadis Vantos, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Marina
Kolovopulu, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nicolae Xionis (Greece);

« Rev. Prof. Alexi Kshutashvili (Georgia);

o Prof. Dr. Pablo Fernando Argarate (Austria);

o Prof. Dr. Irena Pavlovié (Germany).

From Romania, prominent professors and deans of Orthodox theological
faculties presented scholarly papers, including:

o University of Bucharest: Rev. Prof. Dr. Stefan Buchiu, Rev. Prof. Dr.
Vasile Raduca, Rev. Prof. Dr. Daniel Benga, Rev. Prof. Dr. Nicolae
Necula, Rev. Prof. Dr. Viorel lonita;

« “Alexandru loan Cuza” University of lasi: Rev. Prof. Dr. Viorel Sava,
Rev. Prof. Dr. loan Vicovan, Rev. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dan Sandu;

« “Babes-Bolyai” University of Cluj-Napoca: Rev. Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Gabriel Gardan, Rev. Lecturer Dr. Cosmin Cosmuta;

« “Lucian Blaga” University of Sibiu: Rev. Prof. Dr. Pavel Aurel;

o “1December 1918” University of Alba lulia: Rev. Prof. Dr. Emil Jurcan,
Rev. Prof. Dr. Mihai Himcinschi, Rev. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dumitru Vanca,
Rev. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Remus Onisor;

« University of Oradea: Prof. Dr. Nicu Dumitrascu;

« University of Pitesti: Rev. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nicolae Branzea.

The event was further enriched by the participation of professors and
students from the Faculty of Orthodox Theology and Educational



Sciences of Targoviste, whose presence contributed to the dynamic
exchange of ideas and the academic depth of the discussions.




